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Join us on Wednesday 18 August 2021 at 7:30pm 
for AGRA's Annual General Meeting. It's online!

Register here: https://bit.ly/agra2021agm
and we'll send you the details

save the date

agra AGMwednesday

AUG 18

L O C K D O W N  6
      W I N T E R  2 0 2 1

90% support for wetland extension
from Waterways to Mordialloc Creek
to add habitat and screen factories

89% support for additional planting
along Wells Rd to enhance area
appeal and reduce noise

89% support for additional lighting
around the shopping centre,
community centre and LL Stevenson
Reserve to improve safety at night

 

74% support to allow residents to
remove inappropriately large gum   

The founding principle of AGRA is to help
make Aspendale Gardens an even-better
place to live. AGRA recently conducted a 
 community survey to gauge interest in
local issues. Just over 100 residents
completed the survey.

1.

Going up!

COMMUNITY SPEAKS OUT ABOUT PRIORITIES support AGRA with
ritchies app - Too easy
High speed internet access,
community services, clean ups and
community fun days are some of the
things we often take for granted in
Aspendale Gardens. 

AGRA's work is all voluntarily and
done for our community. If you'd
like to return the favour, you can
easily support AGRA's newsletter
printing costs by using the Ritchies
app when you do your local
shopping.

Step 1. 
Add Ritchies app to your phone

Step 2. Select 'Aspendale Gardens
Residents Assoc'

Step 3. Scan your barcode when
checking out. Too easy!

The Aspendale Gardens 
Sportsground Pavilion takes shape

50% want a dog-off-leash space

43% want a BMX park, after
Melbourne Water removed tracks
made by teenagers during lockdown  

32% want a fully fenced
playground to contain twins,
toddlers, and fast 4-year-olds!

       trees from their own nature strips       
       with a majority indicating they 
       preferred large gums replaced with
       more appropriately sized natives

AGRA will discuss these and other survey
outcomes and ideas at future meetings
and provide City of Kingston with
feedback.

Have more ideas? Let AGRA know at
https://bit.ly/agrasurvey2021



MEET AGRA
FACEBOOK: WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/AGRA3195
EMAIL: LUCINDA.BERTRAM@GMAIL.COM
WEB: WWW.AGRAINC.ORG.AU
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President's Report

It has certainly been a challenging year for everyone! Yourself
and your neighbours may have been affected financially,
emotionally and physically by the pandemic and restrictions.
Sometimes it's hard to complain when you know others are
worse off but it doesn't lessen how you are feeling! 

You will also know the good stories of people reaching out and
making it better for others. It's been a time when we have
learned to appreciate what we have in our 5km! And we are
pretty fortunate. 

AGRA is a group of residents who volunteer their time to make
Aspendale Gardens an even better place to live. We do our
best to follow what the majority of residents want and support
residents who have issues that they feel are being ignored. 

Thanks to everyone who took the time to complete our
community survey.  Many of you shared your love of
community, open spaces, and walking tracks. There was a
clear consensus on many initiatives and a healthy diversity of
opinions on other issues. We also heard many ideas that were
new to us. 

We are also thrilled that the Community Fun Day on Saturday
27 November will go ahead this year with the generous
support of Ritchies IGA, Aspendale Garden Shopping Centre
Traders and the City of Kingston.  It will be great to get the
community together for a FREE day of fun!  In the mean time,
see you at the AGM! 

Lucinda Bertram, President, AGRA Inc

AGRA meets every month (except December). 
We chat about how to make Aspendale Gardens even better.

Join us - residents welcome! 
 
 

VENUE: Aspendale Gardens Community Centre
or Zoom if restrictions require it. 

7:30pm, 3rd Wednesday of the month

AGRA AGM  AGENDA

Update from President on priorities
Update from Federal Member for Isaacs, Hon Mark
Dreyfus QC, MP on federal matters that affect us locally
Local update on sportsgrounds and reserves
Update on AG Shopping Centre
Mordialloc Freeway Update

Wednesday 18 August, 7.30pm
It's online. Register your interest! 

 
VCAT have granted a permit to build a new shopping
centre at Wells Road and Springvale Road despite the
City of Kingston saying it was outside of the planning
scheme. 

VCAT concluded that the new shopping centre proposal
would not lead to the closure of the Aspendale Gardens
IGA store and therefore considered the impact not to be
unreasonable. 

Ritchies IGA and City of Kingston are taking the case to
the Supreme Court. The objection is on a point of law
regarding shopping centres and gaming facilities. 

Victorian state law prevents the building of a gaming
venue next to a shopping centre. However, the law does
not prevent the building of a shopping centre next to an
existing gaming venue.

Woolworth's company, ALH, owns Chelsea Heights Hotel.
Through ALH, Woolworths is the biggest operator of
pokies in the country. 

City of Kingston noted that on average $233,385 was lost
on poker machines every day in their locality. 

VCAT indicated a screen and removal of some gaming
signage would address the issue of a shopping centre
being built next to a gaming venue. 

In our latest community survey, 55% of residents are
concerned about gambling in the community. Interested
residents can contact the Alliance for Gambling Reform
at www.pokiesplayyou.org.au and ask how you can make
a difference.

TAKING A GAMBLE ON 
NEW SHOPPING CENTRE  

Register your interest here:  https://bit.ly/agra2021agm



Dangerous access to a driveway due
to  proximity of the roundabout
Application states both houses have a
double garage, however, plans show
single garages
No street parking in front of property
Oversize development on small block
Not fitting in with street amenity
Overshadowing of a neighbouring
single-storey property who recently
installed solar panels

A proposed development of two double-
storey units on the corner of a Branagan
Dr roundabout is causing headaches for
residents... and construction hasn't even
begun. 

Resident concerns include:

At least 11 concerned residents have
officially objected, with 6 residents
successfully objecting a similar proposal
on the same site 20 years ago. 

The application KP-2020/587 for 22
Gilchrist Way Aspendale Gardens is now
with City of Kingston planning
department.

Here we go again. We trust you are
keeping well and enjoying being
out… again. 

Or not, if we're still in Lockdown 6,
or Lockdown 7 by the time you're
reading this!

Since Lockdowns 4 and 5, it’s
become apparent that Victorians are
a resilient bunch and committed to
doing our bit to return to normal as
soon as possible! 
 

ASPENDALE GARDENS PROPERTY UPDATE

The Mordialloc Freeway project will
include more than a million plants,
grasses, shrubs, and native trees being
planted, the Major Road Projects
Authority reports. 

The authority has partnered with Yarra
View Nursery, a social enterprise based
at Mount Evelyn, to grow the plants.

The Nursery employs more than 90
adults with intellectual disabilities,
assisting them in achieving their full
potential by empowering them with
skills, confidence, and opportunities.

Yarra View staff are currently spending
up to 50,000 work hours on plant care
and maintenance. The partnership will
help hire and train staff while giving
existing team members secure long-
term employment to maintain their
independence.

The Mordialloc Freeway will connect
the Mornington Peninsula Freeway to
the Dingley Bypass and is due to be
complete by the end of 2021.

Photo credit: Zoe Schaeffer 

freeway landscape
EQUALS NEW JOBS 

new development 
IS A CASE OF Déjà Vu 

We are expecting another exciting
selling season from September right
through to Christmas. If you are
thinking of making your next move,
or would like to know more about the
current market, please don't hesitate
to reach out at any time. 

Steve Turner
Director
M: 0402 342 957
E: sturner@buxton.com.au

This latest lockdown has had little impact
on our market, other than giving the
industry a bit of breathing room after a
very active six months. 

Competition for housing remains strong,
with exceptionally low interest rates still
available.  

For those still considering selling in 2021,
get your plans going now! Start with the
garden, then consider if new paint or
carpet might be worth the investment. 

\

Dual double-storey units proposed at the
roundabout of Gilchrist Way and Branagan Dr. 

in defence of the
yammerbook fence?

City of Kingston have proposed to
remove the fence surrounding
Yammerbook Nature Reserve, in order
to remove unnecessary clutter,
improve access and amenity. 

The fence was originally provided to
protect vegetation around the lake
while it became established, and the
vegetation needs less protection now.

A section of the fence along Wells Rd
will stay in place to prevent
unauthorised vehicle access, along
with a small section protecting the
Wells Rd drain.

The proposal has prompted concern
from group 'Friends of Yammerbook'
who say that native vegetated areas
need protection from people's
activities. They ask for the protection
of grassland by the lake. 

Local dog owners have also expressed
interest in retaining the fence to
provide a space for dog-off-leash
exercise.

What do you think of the proposal?
For, against... or on the fence? Email
info@kingston.vic.gov.au to let them
know.

https://roadprojects.vic.gov.au/projects/mordialloc-freeway
https://unsplash.com/@dirtjoy?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText




OUR UNSUNG HEROES OF
ASPENDALE GARDENS

We recognise the late Brian Stuart
and past AGRA committee
member as an Aspendale Gardens
hero!  We recently spoke to his
wife Anne to discover more about
his journey to becoming an
Olympian. 

Brian was a founding member of the
Australian Curling Club when he
answered an advertisement in the
Herald Sun in 1984. 

A Scottish gentleman by the name
of John Wood had inserted an ad
asking if there were anyone in
Melbourne interested in forming a
Curling Club. Brian answered the ad,
with four others, and the Australian
Curling Club was established. From
there the club grew steadily and
formed international links with what
is now known as the World Curling
Federation in 1986.

Brian had previously been a
member of the Windsor Curling Club
in Ontario Canada, where he won
the local championships in 1970-
1971.

In 1984 Brian and his team won the
very first Australian Curling
Association Championship, which
was a great achievement since he
hadn’t been curling for 13 years.

In 1991, Brian traveled with the
team to Sagamihara, Japan to
compete in the very first Pacific
Curling Championship. He and the
team won a gold medal and the
right to compete in the Olympic
Games which were to be held in
France in February 1992.

Unable to train in Australia due to
our climate, Brian travelled to
Canada a month early to prepare for
the Olympics. This was the third
time Curling was a Demonstration
Sport at the Winter Olympics, and
the first time Australia competed.
Australia, the Winter Olympics
underdog, came 5th! 

We live amongst heroes in Aspendale Gardens;
friends and neighbours who live a passionate
life! Let us know if you have someone you
would like to nominate! 

'I'm very proud of our result' Brian said,
'considering we had beaten 3 nations
who ranked Curling as one of their
country's main sport!'

In March 1992, Brian traveled to
Germany to compete in the World
Curling Championships. There were ten
teams, all from the Northern
Hemisphere except Australia as the
odd country out. Australia took out 6th
position, punching well above our
weight! 

The one thing Brian always wanted
people to understand was that Curling,
being a winter sport, and not a hugely
popular sport here in Australia,
resulted in Government funding being
very scarce. Members had to raise their
own funds, making it very difficult to
compete on an international level.
 

Brian fought very hard and spent many
hours writing letters and requesting
funding for his club. As Brian said, ‘I
have known many young talented
sportspeople who were capable of
competing at the Olympics, but never
did, simply because they couldn’t
afford it.’

In 1994 Brian suffered a fall on the ice
which resulted in 3 broken vertebrae
and subsequently resulted in him
having to give up his beloved sport in
1995.

Brian later joined AGRA, and was a
much-loved funny and feisty
personality on the team. Brian cared
deeply for our community. Vale Brian
Stuart, an Aspendale Gardens hero, 
 who passed away in 2020.

Brian's wife Anne is a much-loved 
member of the Aspendale Gardens

community





MEET DANE FROM OSLO GYM

Every March, AGRA and friends host a 'Clean Up Australia' event. This
time we sorted out central Aspendale Gardens and playgrounds. It
was the usual suspects attending! We picked up almost 10 bags of
rubbish, and true to the pandemic theme, there was a lot of mask
litter. Thanks to everyone who attended! 

My name is Dane Wilding and I
have the pleasure of being the Club
Manager at Oslo H&F Aspendale
Gardens. 

I have been involved in the fitness
industry over the last five years.
Previously I worked on the nutrition
side of the industry and I am now
enjoying my time over on the
exercise side of things. Health and
fitness is something I am passionate
about and so it's great to be
surrounded by people trying to be
better versions of themselves. It
makes for a really positive and
motivating work environment.

The new Oslo H&F Club at
Aspendale Gardens has been so
much fun to establish. 

Aspendale Gardens is a very tight-
knit community and so it has been
great to act as the melting pot for
old friends to catch up, new
friendships to be built, families to
exercise together and much more. 

There are always members smiling
and chatting with one another
which gives the club a real
community feel to it!

Dane in the middle with 
Oslo Team members Meg and Matt

The 2021 Community Fun Day is going ahead! The date is
set for Saturday 27 Nov 2021 (lockdown permitting) in
the Aspendale Gardens Shopping Centre car park. This
event is organised by AGRA and Ritchies IGA, with support
from Aspendale Gardens Shopping Centre and the City of
Kingston.

Does your community organisation want to get involved?
Contact Reny Frighetto at frighettoreny@gmail.com

SAVE THE DATE: 
COMMUNITY FUN DAY  

AGRA TAKES OUT THE TRASH

Combine this warm and welcoming
feeling, with a top of the line
facility, and you have the perfect
environment for self-growth and
development. This is what sets Oslo
apart from the rest of the pack. 

The feedback has been fantastic
amongst the members thus far -
a gym in the heart of Aspendale
Gardens was clearly a much
desired asset for the community.

Whether it be jumping into one of
our many group fitness offerings,
booking in a session with one of
our personal trainers or using the
equipment to go through your
personal workout, there is
something at Oslo H&F for all ages
and fitness levels.

For more info and to book a tour
go to my-oslo.com.au




